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PUNISHING ANIMALS 
Expendable dependents 


One supposes that, according to the evolutionary tree of life, animals 
rate lower than humans. Yet, being an animal is no excuse for an 
offense. Animals of various kinds are expected to be obedient just as 
are children (sometimes called little animals). And those animals that 
are disobedient are often times, “fair game.” That is, deserve to be 
hunted and killed. Indeed, domestic animals must be taught to behave, 
especially dogs and horses (humans gave up on disciplining cats a long 
time ago). Sheep and cattle also are effectively taught to be obedient, 
even to be easily led to slaughter. However, when we consider the 
criminalization of animals we see that their punishment is even more 
arbitrary and disproportionate than is that of humans. It seems that a 
different standard applies. And so it should, because they are only 
animals after all. Is that not so? 
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Pig Hanged 
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Graphic 93. Animal in the dock, ca. 18" century. 
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What for. Attacking and eating a small boy. 
The punishment. Hanged by the hind legs. 


Why it matters. Falaise the pig was tried and found guilty in 1457. At 
least she got a trial. In modern times, animals that attack humans are 
summarily executed. Sometimes hearings are held, though these may 
in the long run end up with the owner of the animal being punished in 
its stead. One may ask: if the owner is responsible for his or her animal’s 
offending behavior, so should the owners of children (parents) also be 
held responsible and punished accordingly? 
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Horse Prison for Dog 


sMelancholy Occeaston. 





Graphic 94. Obey thy master, ca. 19" century. 
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What for. Attacked his master. 
The punishment. Prison, indeterminate sentence. 


Why it matters. Honesty attacked his master a Noble Lord in the year 
1817. Though found not guilty, Honesty was placed in the care of 
Horse monger prison until “he should cease of being suspected of 
being suspicious...” This punishment was a prescient punishment that 
would be used against criminals in the 20th century who received 
“indeterminate” sentences. They were locked up until it was decided 
that they were rehabilitated. Since we have long known that prison 
does not rehabilitate, many inmates were either released and should not 
have been, and others were locked up forever and should not have 
been. In the case of animals in the dog pound, many are humanely 
disposed of if no one volunteers to take them in their care. 
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Elephant Hanged 


an sal hy 
“CF funncggies PIARY 
» WOR LIN CLEPIANT, 
Mr Ean, En, SEPALS, (Oe 





Graphic 95. Do unto animals what humans 
do to each other. 
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What for. Murdered her trainer. 
The punishment. Death penalty by hanging. 


Why it matters. Asian elephant Murderous Mary the performing elephant 
killed her circus trainer and was summarily executed by hanging in 
1916, Kingsport, Tennessee. Unlike the pig, she never had a trial. In 
general, the actions of animals that result in killing or maiming humans 
are treated as “criminal” and deserving of the death penalty, regardless 
of whether these were intentional acts or murder, or done with evil 
intent. Nor is consideration given to the obvious defense of the animal 
that it was kept, after all, in perpetual captivity, forced to perform 
humiliating circus tricks. 


194 PUNISHING ANIMALS 


Elephant Electrocution 





Graphic 96. Human(e) execution. 
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What for. Killing three attendants after much provocation. 
The punishment. Death penalty by electric shock. 


Why it matters. On January 4, 1903, Topsy the circus elephant was 
sentenced to hang. An individual had thrown a lighted cigar into her 
mouth and she went crazy trampling an onlooker. A judge pronounced 
hanging inhumane, so death by electricity (6,000 volts) was chosen 
instead. A large crowd assembled to watch the spectacle on Coney 
Island. Is the death penalty prescribed out of spite, that any animal 
(including human) murderer must be punished to even up the score? Or 
is it that once a murderer always a murderer, that the elephant is killed 
to ensure that he will not do it again? From the point of view of prev- 
ention, obviously the solution is not to imprison elephants or make 
unrealistic demands on their good behavior. 
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Fed to the Lions 





Graphic 97. A Darwinian punishment. 


Muzzled 
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What for. Being a surplus giraffe in a zoo. 
The punishment. Fed to the lions. 


Why it matters. July 2014, Copenhagen. A giraffe was designated a 
surplus animal, so was put to death and fed to the lions. It caused an 
uproar. Besides, the giraffe wasn’t even a Christian, as far as could be 
determined. 


What for. Biting, eating or barking too much. 
The punishment. Muzzled. 


Why it matters. The similarity between this and the scold’s bridle or 
brank for women offenders is obvious, and the offenses not all that 
different! This punishment is an early form of incapacitation, a form of 
punishment practiced on humans, which also includes chains, balls and 
chains, chaining the offender to a wall, as with chaining a dog to a post. 
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Dog Death Row 





Graphic 99. Too nice to die. 


Dog Death Penalty (Reprieved) 





Graphic 100. Saved by the Judge.. 
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What for. Charged a police officer. 
What for. Being of an illegal breed. 
The punishment. Death. 


Why it matters. Dog Sky was sentenced to death under the Dangerous 
Dogs Act (U.K.), but due to various legal and bureaucratic arguments 
(something to do with a certificate of exemption), not to mention that 
the dog’s owner moved to Australia from the U.K., “Sky” languished 
on death row in police kennels for almost a year back in 2014. 


What for: Assaulting a police officer. 
The punishment. Death penalty. 


Why it matters. July 27, 2015, San Francisco, Felony Jack charged a 
police officer, so the cop took out his gun and fired three warning 
shots. The dog ran off to its owner. The dog was charged with assault- 
ing a police officer for which the maximum penalty was death. At the 
trial the owner pleaded he would never let Felony Jack off his leash 
again. The judge relented and the dog was saved from the death 
penalty. The great power of the judge was once again affirmed. 
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Cat Hanging 





Graphic 101. The joy of punishment? 


Claw Amputation 





Graphic 102. Biological punishment. 
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What for. Scratching furniture and people 
The punishment. Declawing. 


Why it matters. Cat owners will go to desperate lengths to stop their 
cats from scratching their furniture, or worse, scratching their owners 
while they are asleep. Of course, the extreme punishment for a 
scratching cat—in fact it could hardly be called a punishment in and of 
itself, since it may be done to the cat before he or she even thought of 
scratching anything or anyone—is to declaw it, in anticipation of the 
dreaded event. The picture above shows the claws of an older cat 
removed at the knuckle. The human parallel to this form of preventive 
punishment is castration (chemical or physical) of sex offenders. Come 
to think of it, this occurs with domestic animals as well, those who 
have never committed any offense except being born with particular 
genital equipment. 


What for. Biting the ear of its owner while he was asleep. 
The punishment. Hanging by a door knob. 


Why it matters. As far as we know, the owner was not prosecuted for 
animal cruelty, but it would not surprise us if he was. He claims that 
the cat is not hanging by its neck but just sitting in the pouch, and was 
only in there for two minutes. A likely story! In fact, this case dem- 
onstrates the impossibility of cat punishment. Cats are one of the few 
domestic animals that cannot be controlled by their masters, but 
instead control their masters. 
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